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Eastern Church, with state policy, whether as re-
gards internal revolution or conflict with Persia,
.similar to that which arose out of the Reformation,
when a difference of religion became, on the one side,
the basis of an alliance, and on the other, grounds
of war. Amongst us the rectification took place
through the labours of jurisconsults, in which the
Jesuit Suarez and the Reformer Grotius took the
lead; and gradually Europe was brought back to see
that rights were not contingent upon faith. It was
the founder of a new religion, himself chief of the
state and leader of its armies, who, in the seventh
century, proclaimed this truth, and specially asserted
it for the benefit of the professors of other faiths.
Islam may, therefore, be said to owe its extension to
its assertion of international law,

As to the systems from which Mahomet copied,
of course he found in Christianity the purest and
most benevolent of maxims; but he was liable to
interpret the Grospel by the acts of its followers, or
would have been so, had he not been gifted with
that intuitive perception of the means of influencing
mankind which involves all practically important
truths. The same thing may be said in reference to
the religion of Jemshid, known by the name of its
reformer, Zoroaster; for the majesty of its ancient
principles had likewise been obscured. The third